L56 1915? a large group of P.O.W.—Kussian Poles—could go
openly to join tie Legions. They were all mobilized, but
instead of marching out, to the bitter disappointment of
many of them, half their force received orders to stay in
Warsaw, still in civilian clothes, and go on with the work
of organization.
Every man wanted to get into uniform, to go to re-
inforce the First Brigade. At home they would have no
outward show, no fighting against the enemy. Their
military tracing was all to be in secret. They were to
declare war on passivity and educate the people to the
idea of renewed efforts for the independence of Poland.
They were to be the chain necessary in every war—a
secret intelligence service in the rear of the Eussian
armies. Looking far ahead, Pilsudski visualized them as
his thoroughly organized army of reserves, ready when
he should need them. Being mortals, they did not esteem
their role, but regarded it as a heavy duty, to be ended
as soon as possible.
They worked in unusually difficult conditions. Every
P.O.W. member ran a personal risk. If discovered, they
were considered spies; and some dozens of them, includ-
ing several women, were shot for treason by the Eussians.
Here is one of the messages the Commander sent to
them:
"I know the conditions of your work. It is easy to be
unnerved. Calm and inner balance are absolutely essential
to carry on military work. You need calm and nerves of
steel, more than active soldiers. If I made what was im-
possible—an army without professionally trained officers
and soldiers, I must create a second impossibility—the secret
anny of conspiracy."
Advancing slowly but steadily eastward, the Legions
were in seven battles. In one of them, Jastkow, one regi-
ment lost twenty-eight officers and four hundred men in
two days. Pilsudski sent for the colonel and announced
his great displeasure at such bad planning and unneces-

